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A Comparative Study of Community Organization Councils: A Case Study of Ban Kum Sub
District Community Organization Council, Bang Ban District, and Chai Na Sub District
Community Organization Council, Sena District, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to compare the roles of the Community
Organization Councils (COCs) of Ban Kum Sub-district in Bang Ban District and of Chai Na Sub-
district in Sena District, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province; (2) to study difficulties and problems
faced by the COCs; and (3) to propose solutions to those problems. This was a qualitative study
and the data were analyzed through descriptive analysis. Data were obtained through
documentary research and interviews with a sample population of 20 key informants, consisting
of 10 people from Ban Kum Sub-district and 10 people from Chai Na Sub-district. The results
showed that (1) The main role of the COC is to participate at every level. The COC might propose
ideas through meetings or other public forums, Community organizations join together, and if
their leaders are strong, knowledgeable and capable, they can pull in public and private sector
organizations to participate in community activities for greater advancement and continuous
development. (2) The main problems faced by Ban Kum COC were most of the working age
citizens in both the public and private sector do not participate much in community activities
and do not understand the role of the COC. The local administrative organization, cannot
implement the development plans proposed by the COC, creating a gap between the COC and
the municipality. the local people did not see the importance of working together to conserve
the community’s natural resources (3) To overcome these obstacles, it is recommended that the
leaders and members of community organizations should be educated and informed so that
they can manage their organization’s activities more successfully. The government could provide
financial support for training, and private sector organizations could come into support the

community activities.

Keywords: Comparative study, Roles, Ban Kum Sub District Community Organization Council, Chai

Na Sub District Community Organization Council, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
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